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Abstract 

This article examines the relevance of Swami Vivekananda’s thought for Indian youth and value education in 

the contemporary period. Vivekananda viewed education not as the mere accumulation of information but as 

the development of character, strength, self-confidence, service, and moral awareness. His message remains 

especially meaningful for young people because he placed extraordinary faith in the power of youth and 

connected education with self-realization as well as social responsibility. The article uses a qualitative, 

descriptive, and analytical approach based on secondary sources, including scholarly studies, official 

institutional texts, and policy documents. The study finds that Vivekananda’s educational philosophy offers a 

strong framework for value education through its emphasis on character formation, self-discipline, universal 

brotherhood, service to humanity, and the harmonious development of body, mind, and spirit. It also shows that 

his ideas continue to be relevant in present-day India, where value erosion, stress, social division, and excessive 

careerism often weaken moral and civic development. The article concludes that Vivekananda’s vision can 

enrich contemporary value education by helping Indian youth become ethically grounded, socially responsible, 

spiritually aware, and nationally constructive citizens.  

Keywords: Swami Vivekananda, Indian Youth, Value Education, Character Formation, Man-Making 

Education, Youth Development. 

***************************************************************************************************************************************** 

1. Introduction 

Swami Vivekananda occupies a distinctive place in Indian intellectual and educational history because he linked 

spirituality, education, character, and nation-building into one integrated vision. His influence on youth remains 

visible even today: the Government of India observes 12 January, his birth anniversary, as National Youth Day, 

first declared in 1984 and celebrated nationally since 1985 to honor his contribution and to awaken the youth of 

the country. This official recognition itself indicates the continuing association between Vivekananda and the 

moral-cultural formation of young people in India. Vivekananda’s philosophy of education was deeply value-

oriented. On the official Belur Math site, his teaching is summarized through ideas that education should bring 

out the perfection already within the individual and should build character, strengthen the mind, expand the 

intellect, and enable a person to stand on one’s own feet. These formulations are highly relevant to current 

debates because they define education in developmental and ethical, rather than merely informational, terms.  

His message to the young was equally direct and inspiring. Belur Math’s account of National Youth Day cites 

his faith in the “younger generation” and his expectation that youth, armed with purity, patience, and 

perseverance, would solve the nation’s problems. This places youth at the center of moral and social 

transformation. Vivekananda did not view young people as passive recipients of instruction; he saw them as 

carriers of strength, courage, discipline, and service.  

The relevance of this thought becomes sharper in the present context. India’s National Education Policy 2020 

states that education must develop character and help learners become ethical, rational, compassionate, and 

caring. In this sense, contemporary educational policy echoes concerns long present in Vivekananda’s thought. 

The present article therefore analyzes how his philosophy can contribute to value education for Indian youth 

today.  
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2. Review of Literature 

Scholarly writing on Vivekananda consistently identifies him as a major educational thinker. Swami 

Prabhananda (2003), in his profile of Vivekananda in Prospects, presents him not merely as a religious 

leader but as an educator whose ideas centered on human development, self-realization, and the 

transformative role of education. This work is important because it places Vivekananda within the global 

history of educational thought and shows that his educational philosophy had a systematic character.  

C. Venu (2011) focuses more specifically on human values in modern education. Venu argues that erosion 

of values in contemporary social life creates a serious challenge for institutions and teachers, and that 

Vivekananda’s teachings remain relevant in responding to that crisis. This study is especially useful for 

value education because it directly connects Vivekananda’s ideas with the problem of moral decline among 

learners.  

Mohammad Sayid Bhat (2016) gives a broader account of Vivekananda’s educational philosophy. Bhat 

shows that Vivekananda emphasized women’s education, peace education, moral and value education, 

character formation, self-realization, universal brotherhood, self-sufficiency, and service. This study is 

significant because it demonstrates that value education in Vivekananda’s thought is not limited to personal 

morality; it also includes civic responsibility, social harmony, and spiritual growth.  

Moitreyee Paul (2019) examines Vivekananda’s thought in the context of integrating spiritual values into 

education. Paul’s contribution is important because it highlights Vivekananda’s critique of narrowly 

utilitarian education and underscores the need to recover inner development, ethical grounding, and a sense 

of purpose in modern education. This widens the debate from school morality to the deeper goals of 

education itself.  

Vikas Baniwal and Richa Sharma (2021) discuss Vivekananda among major South Asian education 

thinkers and connect his thought to holistic and humane education. Their contribution is useful because it 

places Vivekananda in a broader intellectual tradition and emphasizes the contemporary relevance of his 

educational ideas, especially for rethinking the purpose of education in modern South Asia.  

Taken together, the literature shows three broad patterns. First, Vivekananda is widely regarded as a thinker 

of holistic education. Second, his ideas are repeatedly linked to character and values, not just intellectual 

training. Third, scholars increasingly interpret his thought as relevant to present educational concerns. 

However, a gap remains: many studies discuss Vivekananda’s educational philosophy in general, while 

fewer focus specifically on the relationship between Indian youth and value education in the present social 

context. This article addresses that gap.  

Objectives of the Study 

This article has the following objectives: 

1) To examine Swami Vivekananda’s concept of education in relation to values.  

2) To analyze his understanding of youth as a force of national and moral regeneration.  

3) To explore the relevance of his ideas for contemporary value education in India.  

4) To assess how Vivekananda’s thought can contribute to the development of ethically responsible 

youth.  
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3. Research Methodology 

The study is qualitative, descriptive, and analytical in nature. It is based on secondary sources, including 

scholarly articles, book chapters, official materials from Belur Math, and policy documents such as the 

National Education Policy 2020. The method adopted is textual and thematic analysis. First, key concepts 

in Vivekananda’s educational thought were identified, such as character formation, self-confidence, service, 

spiritual development, and youth empowerment. Second, these concepts were interpreted in relation to 

present educational concerns in India, especially value-based education and youth development. Since the 

article is conceptual rather than empirical, its findings are interpretive and analytical rather than statistical.  

Results and Discussion 

It highlights his message of strength, knowledge, compassion, character, and self-reliance. The quote 

“Arise, awake…” motivates young minds to achieve goals. The depiction emphasizes national 

development, moral values, and youth empowerment as the foundation for building a strong and progressive 

India. 

 

The first major result of the study is that Swami Vivekananda understood education as a process of inner 

development, not mere information gathering. Official Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational and 

Research Institute material preserves his well-known statements that real education is that by which 

character is formed, strength of mind increases, intellect expands, and a person learns to stand on one’s own 

feet. The same source also records his view that the essence of education is concentration of mind rather 

than the collecting of facts. This shows that value education, in Vivekananda’s thought, is not an accessory 

to schooling; it is the very basis of true education.  
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Table 1. Vivekananda’s Value-Centred Idea of Education 

Aspect Vivekananda’s emphasis Meaning for value education 

Nature of 

education 

Education is not mere information Values must be lived, not memorized 

Character Character formation is central Moral education becomes the foundation of 

learning 

Mental strength Strength of mind is necessary Builds confidence, courage, and discipline 

Intellect Intellect should expand with 

character 

Education must unite thought and ethics 

Self-reliance One should stand on one’s own feet Value education should produce responsible 

individuals 
 

Table 1 is synthesized from official Vivekananda quotations preserved by RKMVERI and Belur Math media sources. 

This finding is highly relevant today because many educational systems privilege marks, employability, and 

information accumulation over moral development. Vivekananda’s philosophy resists that trend. It insists that 

education without character is incomplete, and that values such as self-control, truthfulness, courage, and self-

confidence are not optional additions but necessary outcomes of education itself. That is why his thought remains 

especially important for discussions of value education in India.  

The second major result is that Vivekananda placed extraordinary faith in youth as the force of social and 

national renewal. The Government of India’s National Youth Day guidelines state that 12 January was declared 

National Youth Day in 1984 and has been celebrated across India since 1985 to honor Vivekananda’s 

contribution and awaken the youth of the country. This official recognition reflects a deeper philosophical point: 

Vivekananda saw youth not merely as a biological age group, but as the carriers of strength, courage, and 

transformative energy.  

Table 2. Vivekananda’s View of Youth 

Dimension Key Idea Educational Significance 

National role Youth are central to national awakening Value education must prepare youth for 

leadership 

Moral role Youth should embody discipline and 

purity 

Education must cultivate ethical strength 

Psychological role Youth need confidence and fearlessness Value education should fight insecurity and 

weakness 

Social role Youth must serve society Education should connect values with action 

Symbolic role Youth represent India’s future Moral formation of youth becomes a national 

priority 
 

Table 2 is based on National Youth Day guidelines and official Vivekananda material emphasizing youth inspiration 

and responsibility. 

The discussion suggests that Vivekananda’s youth vision is highly significant in contemporary India. In public 

discourse, youth are often discussed in economic terms, as a labour force or demographic advantage. 

Vivekananda adds a richer dimension by treating youth as moral and civilizational agents. In his framework, 

young people are not simply to be trained for employment; they are to be shaped for strength, service, and 

responsibility. This is why his thought remains deeply relevant to value education.  
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The third result is that Vivekananda’s value education is both personal and social. On the one hand, it 

emphasizes self-mastery, concentration, willpower, and purity. On the other hand, it points toward service, 

philanthropy, and concern for humanity. RKMVERI’s preserved quotations include Vivekananda’s 

statement that education which does not help the common masses and does not bring out strength of 

character, philanthropy, and courage is not worthy of the name. Belur Math’s educational services page 

likewise explains that ignorance is the root cause of misery and that knowledge is necessary to remove it, 

placing education within a broader humanitarian framework.  

Table 3. Personal and Social Dimensions of Vivekananda’s Value Education 

Dimension Personal Side Social Side 

Discipline Control of mind and will Responsible conduct in society 

Character Integrity, purity, courage Trustworthy citizenship 

Knowledge Self-development and awakening Removal of ignorance and suffering 

Service Inner growth through duty Welfare of others and social uplift 

Education Man-making and self-reliance Humanitarian and nation-building mission 
 

Table 3 is synthesized from official Vivekananda quotations and Belur Math educational services material. 

This combined framework is important because it protects value education from becoming superficial. If 

values are reduced to polite behavior or classroom preaching, their transformative force disappears. 

Vivekananda’s philosophy instead calls for values that shape both the inner person and the social world. A 

truly educated youth, in this model, is not only personally disciplined but also socially useful, 

compassionate, and public-spirited. That is a much stronger model of value education than one based only 

on moral slogans.  

4.  Vivekananda’s Philosophy Aligns Strongly with Contemporary Indian Educational Aims 

The fourth major result is that Vivekananda’s educational vision remains highly relevant to present-day 

Indian education. The National Education Policy 2020 states that the purpose of education is to develop 

good human beings capable of rational thought and action, possessing compassion, empathy, courage, 

resilience, scientific temper, creative imagination, and sound ethical values, and to produce engaged and 

contributing citizens. This language resonates closely with Vivekananda’s emphasis on character, strength, 

self-confidence, and social responsibility.  

Table 4. Convergence Between Vivekananda and NEP 2020 

NEP 2020 Principle Vivekananda’s 

Corresponding Idea 

Relevance For Value Education 

Good human beings Man-making education Education must shape the whole person 

Compassion and empathy Spirit of philanthropy and 

service 

Moral concern must accompany learning 

Courage and resilience Strength of mind and 

fearlessness 

Youth need inner strength 

Ethical moorings and 

values 

Character-building Values are central, not peripheral 

Contributing citizens Service-oriented education Education should prepare youth for social 

responsibility 
 

Table 4 is based on NEP 2020 and official Vivekananda educational statements. 
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This convergence is one of the strongest arguments for Vivekananda’s present relevance. He offers a 

philosophical depth that can enrich policy language. While NEP 2020 states important goals, Vivekananda 

provides a moral vocabulary and human ideal through which those goals can be more meaningfully 

interpreted. His thought helps explain why education should not be reduced to technical knowledge or 

career preparation alone. It should build ethically grounded human beings.  

5.  Vivekananda’s Ideas Have Practical Implications for Institutions and Youth Programmes 

The fifth result of the study is that Vivekananda’s philosophy has practical institutional implications. Belur 

Math’s educational and organizational material emphasizes service, humanitarian activity, and the application 

of ideals in daily life. The Belur Math home page describes the Ramakrishna Math and Mission as non-sectarian 

organizations engaged for more than a century in humanitarian and social service, inspired by ideals of 

renunciation and service and serving people without distinction of caste, religion, or race. This indicates that 

value education, in the Vivekananda tradition, is not confined to theory; it takes concrete institutional form.  

Table 5. Practical Implications of Vivekananda’s Value Education 

Area Practical implication Institutional application 

Curriculum Include value-based reflection, 

ethics, and self-development 

Integrate value education into regular 

teaching 

Teacher role Teachers as moral exemplars Strengthen mentorship and personal guidance 

School culture Character-building environment Promote discipline, respect, and service 

Youth programmes Leadership and service activities Use camps, outreach, and community 

engagement 

Social vision Education for welfare of the world Connect learning with civic and humanitarian 

responsibility 
 

Table 5 is synthesized from Belur Math and Ramakrishna Mission materials on education, service, and practical 

application of ideals. 

This result suggests that educational institutions can apply Vivekananda’s thought in concrete ways. Value 

education should not be limited to a formal subject or annual celebration. It should shape school culture, 

teacher-student relationships, youth leadership activities, and service programmes. In this way, values 

become habitual and experiential rather than merely verbal. For Indian youth, that is especially important, 

because moral development becomes durable only when it is practiced in real life.  

6.  Conclusion 

The study concludes that Swami Vivekananda’s thought offers a powerful and still relevant framework for 

understanding the relationship between Indian youth and value education. He viewed education as a process 

of inner awakening, character formation, mental strength, self-reliance, and service to humanity. He also 

placed extraordinary trust in youth as the carriers of national regeneration. These two strands—education 

and youth—come together in a value-based philosophy that remains highly relevant in contemporary India.  

In the present context of moral uncertainty, social tension, and exam-driven education, Vivekananda’s ideas 

provide an important corrective. They remind educators that the true goal of education is not only to produce 

skilled individuals, but to form strong, ethical, compassionate, and socially responsible human beings. His 

philosophy therefore deserves renewed attention in schools, colleges, youth programmes, and teacher 

education as a foundation for meaningful value education in India.  
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